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municative diplomatist, would turn out to be a common-place international spy. Or could Canning's informant have been Talleyrand? In favour of this last supposition, so long ago as 1797, at the Lille Conference with Malmesbury, Talleyrand had been ready to intrigue with England against Napoleon. In 1807, Talleyrand was under sentence of dismissal Though he had formerly favoured or even suggested Bonaparte's Portuguese and Spanish schemes, moved by pique against his master, he may now have been ready for a new trick. Certainly Napoleon himself suspected Talleyrand. At any rate, the news brought by the enigmatic caller at the Foreign Office, whether Mackenzie or another, was fully and exactly verified by events. Canning's memory was still fresh when enough of the secret articles were known to vindicate his action. The final justification came with their full text, not published till 1877.* Before Canning's time, Denmark, it must be remembered, had been forcibly admonished, by Nelson's bombardment of Copenhagen in 1801, of the heavy forfeit to be exacted by England for future participation in the Armed Neutrality. Yet in 1806 Canning had learned from Captain Dunbar's report about the preparations going forward in Danish docks of stores and ships. This, as Denmark did not deny, might mean war with England. At the same time the Danish Government excited further suspicion by its acquiescence in, though not its formal adhesion to, the Continental System; Denmark also had denounced England's violently practical answer to the Berlin Decree. However rough the British reprisal, it was
* These details are most clearly and instructively brought together by Mr H. W. V. Temperley in his Life of Canning^ p. 93.
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